
Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government 
REVIEW ASSIGNMENT #1 

 
Task: Using The 2020 AP National Exam Review PowerPoint slides (on my teacher 
webpage under the AP Government tab at the bottom of the page), your textbook and your review 
book, and any online resource of your choice, answer the following questions for review. 
Some of the answers will not be found directly in your resources, and may take some 
thought in order to respond. This is purposeful in order to get you thinking for the exam! 
Place your answers into a separate Google Doc. and share it with me upon completion 
(kwelgoss@wscschools.org). Due: Friday, May 8th.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. How did our Founding Fathers arrive at a bicameral national legislature? Please be sure 
to discuss the Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, and Connecticut (Great) Compromise. 

2. How many Senators do we have in the U.S.? How many per state?  
3. How many Representatives do we have in the U.S.? How do we get that number?  
4. Who controls redistricting? Why is it beneficial to be the majority party when 

redistricting? 
5. What rules did Baker v. Carr and Shaw v. Reno set regarding redistricting? 
6. What is a filibuster? What chamber exclusively gets to filibuster? How does it impact 

debate on a piece of legislation?  
7. What ends a filibuster? Why is that difficult to achieve? 
8. What are enumerated powers? Where are they found in the Constitution? Identify at 

least 3 of Congress’s enumerated powers? 
9. What are implied powers? What is another name(s) for implied powers? Where are they 

found in the Constitution? Discuss how McCulloch v. Maryland is an example of the 
use of implied powers. 

10. What are three nonlegislative powers of Congress? What is meant by Congress’s 
nonlegislative power of oversight? 

11.  Where is the work of Congress done? Identify and describe two chamber specific rules 
(one for Senate and one for House) that impact the policymaking process. 

12. What is the difference between mandatory and discretionary spending? Provide 
examples in your answer. 

13. What is pork-barrel legislation?  
14. What is logrolling? 
15. What is a divided government? 
16. Identify and describe the 3 roles of a Congressperson. 
17. Identify and describe one formal power of the President and one informal power of the 

President. 
18. Describe the circumstances in which a President can use the pocket veto. 
19. What is an executive order and an executive agreement? Whose approval is not needed 

for both of these measures? 
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20. What is a signing statement? 
21. Identify and describe two checks on the President’s power. 
22. What was Hamilton arguing in Federalist No. 70? 
23. What does the 22nd Amendment provide? Why was there a need for the ratification of 

this amendment by states? 
24. How do modern presidents communicate today? What is a bully pulpit? 
25. In what 3 places can the foundation of the national judiciary be found? 
26. What was Hamilton saying in Federalist No. 78? 
27. What is stare decisis? What is precedent? How do both of these principles impact the 

national judiciary? 
28. Describe how judges behave when they are judicially active and when they are judicially 

restrained. 
29. Identify and describe two restrictions that impact Supreme Court’s decisions. 
30. What is meant by the national bureaucracy? What tasks have they been given? 
31. What reforms have been made to ensure that our bureaucrats are professional, 

specialized, and neutral? 
32. What two measures does Congress take to oversee the bureaucracy? 
33. Identify two ways that the President oversees the bureaucracy. 
34. Identify two ways that the Congress oversees the bureaucracy. 
35. Identify two ways that the Courts oversee the bureaucracy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
REVIEW ASSIGNMENT #2 

Please use your review book or class notes for help! Due: Friday, May 8th. 
 
A number of factors enable presidents to exert influence over Congress in the area of domestic 
policy. However, presidents are also limited in their influence over domestic policy making in 
Congress. 

(a) The Constitution grants the president certain enumerated powers. Describe two of these formal 
powers that enable the president to exert influence over domestic policy. 

(b) Choose two of the following. Define each term and explain how each limits the president's ability 
to influence domestic policy making in Congress. 

● mandatory spending 
● party polarization 
● lame-duck period 

 


